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what contracts are to be enforced, or, in general,
what rights may be asserted by one man against
another, we must be guided by the statute-book.

The reason upon which codification as thus under-
stood was supported by its original and illustrious
champion, Jeremy Bentham, was derived mainly
from his belief in the efficacy of legislation. I have
heretofore observed that in his view, the conduct
most conducive to general happiness, that is, of the
greatest good to the greatest number, could be
ascertained beforehand by intelligent men, and
could therefore be stated in writing and enacted as
law, and he seemed to think that if it were once so
enacted the vast change for the better which it would
everywhere produce would make society not only
satisfied, but delighted with it, but that if all were
not satisfied with it they should be compelled to
accept it and govern their conduct accordingly. He
was a courageous as well as a skilled logician, and
never flinched from any true deduction from his
theory. To any suggestion that upon his doctrine
the task of the Judge would be made simply that of
interpreting words, his answer would be that this was
just what he meant; that there was nothing he so
much detested as judge-made law, and that he would
abrogate it, root and branch, by a declaration that
there should be no enforceable rules outside of the
code. To any suggestion that such a priori rules
must often, through ignorance, carelessness, or
negligence, be so framed as not to be applicable to the
unknown transactions of the future and thus occasion
injustice and inconvenience, he would say that such